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Familial interests are also prominent in the case ofJohn Holland (see
Michael Stansfield, '1"ohn Holland, duke of Exeter and Earl of Huntington
[d. 1447] and the Costs of the Hundred Years War," 103-18). Stansfield suggests that war buttressed the unsteady social status of the nobility by
enabling noblemen like Holland to fulfill their social responsibilities, including military defense of English continental holdings and military heroism
in the long fight against France. Social mobility, personal aggrandizement,
and power were goals of royalty and administrators alike during this turbulent era (see Rhidian Griffiths, "Prince Henry and Wales, 1400-1408," 51-6I;
Linda Clark, "The Benefits and Burdens of Office: Henry Bourgchier
[1408-83], Viscount Bourgchier and Earl of Essex, and the Treasurership
of the Exchequer," n9-36; and Margaret Condon, "From Caitiff and
Villain to Pater Patriae: Reynold Bray and the Profits of Office," 137-68).
The articles contribute to a balanced view of late medieval English
society: conditions changed as people responded to practical demands and
pursued their ambitions. It is ironic that the extant evidence, which points
to increased bureaucratization and governmental intrusion, also demonstrates
that much went on beyond the purview of courts oflaw and governments.
Stephanie Christelow
Idaho State University

Renate Blumenfeld-Kosinski, trans., The Writings of Margaret of Oingt:
Medieval Prioress and Mystic (D. IJio), Focus Library of Medieval Women
2, Focus Information Group, 1990, 86 pp., $8.95.
This slender work is the second volume of the Focus Library of
Medieval Women:, a series dedicated to making available significant
works by and about medieval women. Like the efforts of Peter Dronke,
Katherina M. Wilson, and Elizabeth Alvilda Petroff, this work of
Renate Blumenfeld-Kosinski is welcome indeed.
As far as we know, Prioress Margaret of Oingt was the only female
Carthusian mystic writer. Venerated as blessed but never canonized, she
remained an object of popular adoration until the French Revolution.
Except for an edition and French translation by Antonin Duraffour, Pierre
Gardette, and Paulette Durdilly (Societe d'Edition "Les Belles Lettres,"
1965) and an English translation of Mirror in Elizabeth Alvida Petroffs
Medieval Women's Visionary Literature (Oxford University Press, 1986),
Margaret's writings have been largely neglected.
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Blumenfeld-Kosinski provides a succint Introduction that sketches
the few known details of Margaret's life and briefly describes her four works.
To contextualize the Prioress, Blumenfeld-Kosinski discusses the position
of women within thirteenth-century religious orders as well as the characteristics of female piety and its relationship to female mysticism and religious
writing. The Introduction's bibliography suggests supplementary readings.
The translation of Margaret's works (based on Ms. 5785R in the
Municipal Library of Grenoble and on the Duraffour, Gardette, Durdilly
edition) forms the main body of the volume: A Page of Meditations,
Mirror (her vision of Christ), The Lift of the Virgin Saint Beatrice of
Ornacieux, Letters and Stories. Blumenfeld-Kosinski's renderings are accurate, although paragraph 87 in The Life of the Virgin has been omitted.
(Typographical carelessness is a plausible explanation, given the large
number of typographical errors in some sections and the frequently squeezed
spacing of words.)
Blumenfeld-Kosinski's translation is very readable. She exercises
occasional poetic license, choosing present over past tense for some verbs.
The faintly archaic flavor of a word or phrase gives just the right reminder
that the author's voice speaks from a distant past. Copious, informative
notes discuss items ranging from lexical distinctions to cultural values.
The interpretive essay closing the volume elaborates a theme raised
in the introduction-"the idea of writing as authority and conflict."
Blumenfeld-Kosinski argues against the traditional views that have
devalued medieval women's mystical writings as inferior visions prone to
excessive sentimentalism. Like Caroline Walker Bynum and Petroff, she
maintains instead that these meditations and visions represent a special
kind of empowerment for medieval religious women. In their mystical
experiences, the nuns accomplished authoritative functions denied them
in real life. Such visionary experiences enabled women to explore new
roles and identities while experimenting with new modes of verbal
expression. The asceticism of a woman such as Margaret of Oingt, then,
represents a positive attempt at self-realization rather than a sublimation
of the limitations popularly attributed to convent life.
This translation will facilitate thorough analysis of a neglected but
influential writer. Studying Margaret's works will broaden our understanding both of what writing meant for medieval women and of what
they contributed to late medieval piety.
JoanM. West
University ofldaho

